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‘4% 1 Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment
of Small Fishing Vessels, 2005

6.3.1 Efficient bulwarks or guard rails should be fitted on all exposed parts of the working deck
and on superstructure and deck erection decks. The height above deck of any fixed bulwark
should be at least 600 mm for vessels of 12 m in length and at least 1 m for vessels of 24 m in
length. For vessels of intermediate length, the minimum height should be determined by linear
interpolation. In every such vessel where the fixed bulwark is less than 1 m, guard rails
supported by adequate portable stanchions or similar means should be fitted up to the
prescribed height of 1 m, provided that, where this would interfere with the fishing operations

of the vessel, alternative arrangements may be accepted by the Competent Authority.

"4 2 Safety Recommendations for Decked Fishing Vessels of Less than
12 metres in Length and Undecked Fishing Vessels, 2012

6.3.1 On decked vessels, efficient bulwarks or guard rails should be fitted to all exposed parts
of the working deck and on superstructures and deck erections. On undecked vessels, the height
of the gunwales should be sufficient to minimize the risk of persons falling overboard. On
every vessel where a fixed bulwark or gunwale is less than 1 m, guardrails should be fitted up
to 1 m, but where this would interfere with the fishing operations of the vessel, alternative

arrangements may be accepted by the competent authority.

*t4% 3 Survey and inspection of fishing vessels

9.3.6.1 To ensure the safety of persons against falls, including falling overboard, and when the
proper working of the vessel is not impeded, the perimeters of an exposed deck and the tops of
any deckhouse should be provided with a combination of bulwarks, guardrails or taut wires of
sufficient strength and at a height of at least 1000 millimetres. These bulwarks, rails or wires

should be supported efficiently by stays or stanchions. The openings between the courses of

11



any rails or wires should not exceed 230 millimetres for the lowest course and 380 millimetres
for any other course. When application of such measures would impede the proper working of

the vessel, equivalent safety measures may be considered.

9.3.6.6 The minimum height above deck of any fixed bulwarks should be 600 millimetres. All
bulwark heights should be increased as necessary to not less than 1000 millimetres (but see

section 9.3.6.2) by adequate stanchions or guard wires.

“+4% 4 Guidance Notice Issue 9, September 2008: Bulwark and guardrail

height on fishing vessels.

Any reduction in the height of bulwarks and guardrails to accommodate normal fishing
operations has the potential to compromise safety and should only be applied where absolutely
necessary. A 450 mm high bulwark is below the knee in many cases, which can be more
dangerous than not having one at all owing to the trip hazard it creates. A 750 mm high bulwark

is at thigh height, which provides reasonable protection.
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