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4% 1 COLREGs

Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea
PART B Steering and Sailing Section
Section 1 Conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility

Rule 5 requires that every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by
sight and hearing as well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing
circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and

of the risk of collision.

Rule 6 Safe speed Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so
that she can take proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped
within a distance appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and  conditions. In  determining a safe speed the

following factors shall be among those taken into account:
(a) By all vessels:

(iv) at night the presence of background light such as from shore lights or

from back scatter of her own lights;
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4% 2 2010 STCW Convention and Code

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and

Watchkeeping for Seafarers and its Code, 2010

® PART 4 - WATCHKEEPING AT SEA

® Part 4-1 — Principles to be observed in keeping a navigational watch
Lookout

»  14. A proper lookout shall be maintained at all times in compliance with
rule 5 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,

1972, as amended and shall serve the purpose of:

(1) maintaining a continuous state of vigilance by sight and hearing,
as well as by all other available means, with regard to any

significant change in the operating environment;
Performing the navigational watch

» 25. During the watch, the course steered, position and speed shall be
checked at sufficiently frequent intervals, using any available
navigational aids necessary, to ensure that the ship follows the planned

course.

» 38. The officer in charge of the navigational watch shall ensure that the
range scales employed are changed at sufficiently frequent intervals so
that echoes are detected as early as possible. It shall be borne in mind

that small or poor echoes may escape detection.

» 39. Whenever radar is in use, the officer in charge of the navigational watch shall
select an appropriate range scale and observe the display carefully, and shall ensure

that plotting or systematic analysis is commenced in ample time.
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Watchkeeping under different conditions and in different areas

In hours of darkness

46. the master and the officer in charge of the navigational watch, when
arranging lookout duty, shall have due regard to the bridge equipment
and navigational aids available for use, their limitations, procedures and

safeguards implemented.
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't 3 IMO RESOLUTION A.857(20)

RESOLUTION A.857 (20) adopted on 27 November 1997

ANNEX 1 — GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR VTS

1 DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

1.9 VTS services - VTS should comprise at least an information service
and may also include others, such as a navigational assistance service or
a traffic organization service, or both, defined as follows:

1.9.1 An information service is a service to ensure that essential
information becomes available in time for on-board navigational
decision-making.

1.9.2 A navigational assistance service is a service to assist on-board
navigational decision-making and to monitor its effects.

1.9.3 A traffic organization service is a service to prevent the
development of dangerous maritime traffic situations and to provide for

the safe and efficient movement of vessel traffic within the VTS area.

2. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR VESSEL TRAFFIC
SERVICES

2.1.3 ...The efficiency of a VTS will depend on the reliability and continuity

of communications and on the ability to provide good and unambiguous

information. The quality of accident prevention measures will depend on the

system's capability of detecting a developing dangerous situation and on the

ability to give timely warning of such dangers.

2.2.3 In operating a VTS the VTS authority should:

1. ensure that the objectives of the VTS are met;
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2. ensure that the standards set by the competent authority for levels of
services and operators qualifications and equipment are met;

3. ensure that the VTS is operated in conformity with relevant IMO
resolutions;

4. ensure that the VTS operations are harmonized with, where appropriate,
ship reporting and routeing measures, aids to navigation, pilotage and port
operations;

5. consider, where appropriate, the participation of the pilot both as a user
and provider of information;

6. ensure that a continuous listening watch on the designated radio
frequencies is kept and that all published services are available during the

operational hours of the VTS;

7. ensure that operating procedures for routine and emergency situations are

established;

» 2.5 Organization

2.5.2.1 AVTS should at all times be capable of generating a comprehensive
overview of the traffic in its service area combined with all traffic influencing
factors. The VTS should be able to compile a traffic image, which is the basis for
its capability to respond to traffic situations developing in its service area. The
traffic image allows the VTS operator to evaluate situations and make decisions

accordingly. Data should be collected to compile the traffic image. This includes:

1. data on the fairway situation, such as meteorological and hydrological

conditions and the operational status of aids to navigation;

2. data on the traffic situation, such as vessel positions, movements, identities

and intentions with respect to manoeuvres, destination and routing;
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'+4% 4 IMO RESOLUTION A.960 (23)

Recommendations on training and certification and operational procedures

for maritime pilots other than deep-sea pilots
® ANNEX?2
€ 3 Pilot boarding point

» 3.1 The appropriate competent pilotage authority* should establish and
promulgate the location of safe pilot embarkation and disembarkation
points.

» 3.2 The pilot boarding point should be at a sufficient distance from the
commencement of the act of pilotage to allow safe boarding conditions.

» 3.3 The pilot boarding point should also be situated at a place allowing
for sufficient time and sea room to meet the requirements of the master-

pilot information exchange.
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't4% 5 EMPA European Maritime Pilots' Association

PILOTAGE/ MARITIME PILOTS

€ Maritime pilots provide an essential and unique service to the shipping

industry. Their principal role is to:

Provide critical independent local knowledge and navigational

information to vessels

Bring the highest level of ship handling skills to manoeuvre vessels

within their port.

The prime obligation of pilots is to provide a critical public safety service
by ensuring the careful management and free flow of all traffic within

their pilotage area, thus protecting the environment.

Pilots need to be able to exercise their professional judgement undeterred
by commercial or economic pressure. Pilotage is an essential part of a
Ports Safety Management System and compulsory pilotage is considered
to be the most effective and important form of navigation safety

regulation.

Pilots come aboard vessels by small boat or helicopter at the most critical
phase of a vessel’s voyage to assist with the conduct of navigation in
waters with limited draught, widths, variable currents and other traffic
competing for space. Ship’s masters cannot be expected to be fully
conversant with the special navigational and regulatory requirements of

an arca.
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