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4% 1 2010 STCW Convention and Code

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended

® PART 4 - WATCHKEEPING AT SEA

® Part 4-1 — Principles to be observed in keeping a navigational watch
Performing the navigational watch

» 25. During the watch, the course steered, position and speed shall be
checked at sufficiently frequent intervals, using any available
navigational aids necessary, to ensure that the ship follows the planned

course.
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‘e 2 IMO RESOLUTION A.857(20)

RESOLUTION A.857 (20) adopted on 27 November 1997

ANNEX 1 — GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR VTS

1 DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

1.9 VTS services - VTS should comprise at least an information service
and may also include others, such as a navigational assistance service or

a traffic organization service, or both, defined as follows:

1.9.1 An information service is a service to ensure that essential
information becomes available in time for on-board navigational
decision-making.

1.9.2 A navigational assistance service is a service to assist on-board

navigational decision-making and to monitor its effects.

1.9.3 A traffic organization service is a service to prevent the
development of dangerous maritime traffic situations and to provide for

the safe and efficient movement of vessel traffic within the VTS area.

2. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR VESSEL TRAFFIC
SERVICES

2.1.3 The benefits of implementing a VTS are that it allows
identification and monitoring of vessels, strategic planning of vessel
movements and provision of navigational information and assistance. It
can also assist in prevention of pollution and co-ordination of pollution

response.

The efficiency of a VTS will depend on the reliability and continuity of
communications and on the ability to provide good and unambiguous

information. The quality of accident prevention measures will depend
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on the system's capability of detecting a developing dangerous situation

and on the ability to give timely warning of such dangers.
2.2.3 In operating a VTS the VTS authority should:
1. ensure that the objectives of the VTS are met;

2. ensure that the standards set by the competent authority for levels of

services and operators qualifications and equipment are met;

3. ensure that the VTS is operated in conformity with relevant IMO
resolutions;

4. ensure that the VTS operations are harmonized with, where appropriate,
ship reporting and routeing measures, aids to navigation, pilotage and port
operations;

5. consider, where appropriate, the participation of the pilot both as a user
and provider of information;

6. ensure that a continuous listening watch on the designated radio
frequencies is kept and that all published services are available during the
operational hours of the VTS;

7. ensure that operating procedures for routine and emergency situations are

established;

» 2.4 Communication and reporting

2.4.2 In any VTS message directed to a vessel or vessels it should be made
clear whether the message contains information, advice, warning, or an

instruction.
» 2.5 Organization

2.5.2.1 AVTS should at all times be capable of generating a comprehensive
overview of the traffic in its service area combined with all traffic influencing
factors. The VTS should be able to compile a traffic image, which is the basis for
its capability to respond to traffic situations developing in its service area. The
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traffic image allows the VTS operator to evaluate situations and make decisions

accordingly. Data should be collected to compile the traffic image. This includes:

1. data on the fairway situation, such as meteorological and hydrological

conditions and the operational status of aids to navigation;

2. data on the traffic situation, such as vessel positions, movements, identities and

intentions with respect to maneuvers, destination and routing;
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